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Today’s Program                  special thanks to  Rusty Schlattman 

Phylogeny Reconstruction, Prokaryotic Biochemical Systems and Ecosystem Evolution, Ori-

gin of Life, RNA's and Astrobiology. 

Hi! I'm Dr. Janet Siefert, and I'm a molecular evolutionist at 

Rice University in Houston, Texas 

In my work, I think about how microbes evolve. I do this using 

genes. (That 's the molecular part of my job-genes are mole-

cules, which contain strings of special chemicals that define the 

characteristics of an organism.) Genes control EVERYTHING 

in a living organism. There are lots of gene strings deposited in 

special data "banks" that you can reach through the Internet. 

We produce a lot of these strings in my lab. I download these 

and then use computers to investigate and analyze them in 

many different ways. The tricky part is to think of very creative ways to analyze them. Once 

you do this, it can tell you a lot about how an organism changes as it adapts to its living condi-

tions. This can help us look at how microbes might evolve on another planet. 

 

Man and his spaceships: Vehicles for extraterrestrial colonization? 

The resiliency and adaptive ability of microbial life in real time on Earth relies heav-

ily upon horizontal gene transfer. Based on that knowledge, how likely is earth 

based microbial life to colonize extraterrestrial targets such as Mars? To address this 

question, we consider manned and unmanned space exploration, the resident micro-

biota that is likely to inhabit those vehicles, the adaptive potential of that microbiota 

in an extraterrestrial setting especially with regards to mobile genetic elements, and 

the likelihood that Mars like environments could initiate and sustain colonization. 

Books of the World Sorting—Saturday, Feb 23 Total Quality Books 

Interact District Conference –Saturday Feb 23,24 Deer Park HS So Campus 

Rotary World Understanding & Peace Day—February 23 

Feb 28-Mar 03 –PETS Hyatt DFW 

EAFK Nitsch Elem March 07 

STRIPES Dedication—March 15 10:30 EAFK donation 

 Invocation Pledge Rotary Minute 60 sec Commercial 

Janet Siefert 
Faculty Fellow in Statistics, Rice University 

22-Feb   ?   ? M. Boudreaux T. Lewis 

1-Mar P. Baker S. Kureshy R. Bills M. Leonard 

8-Mar K. Akiens J. Kaltenbach R. Berleth   ? 

15-Mar G. Aguren D. Kaltenbach P. Baker S. Kureshy 

22-Mar A. Watsky Jr. Jackson K. Akiens J. Kaltenbach 

29-Mar B. Ullom Sr. Jackson G. Aguren D. Kaltenbach 



* June 20, 1984 Charter Members 

Aguren, Gary 17 Ret. Attorney  281 469 2956 

Akiens, Karen  Attorney Riddle, Butts & Akiens, LLP 281 537 7119 

Baker, Phil* 28 Real Estate Investments Philip Baker Properties 281 732 3086 

Bills, Richard 14 Commercial Construction Cedarwood Development 281 877 4146 

Boudreaux, Mark  Insurance Sales State Farm Insurance 713 464 2077 

Charlesworth, Ed* 16 Psychology –Clinical Willowbrook Psychological 

Associates, PC 

281 463 6395 

Caruso, John  Owner,  Metal Distribution TransAmerican Metals 281 586 6000 

Catunda, Rosangela  Business Consulting Zada Consulting, LLC 281 205 4550 

Coker, Elbert  Dentistry –Periodontist Mack E. Coker DDS, Inc 281 444 4704 

Corona, Edna  Real Estate –International DEL COR Properties 281 376 2971 

Davis, Mimi  Jeweler Ben Bridge Jewelers 281 894 5799 

Fraske, Patricia  Ret. Teacher  281 587 2513 

Honig, Ernie 2 Ret. Metallurgist  281 257-2345 

Honig, Linda 14 Ret. Realtor  281 257-2345 

Jackson, Tom Sr* 28 Wealth Care Advisor T. Jackson & Company PC 281 890 5800 

Jackson, Tom Jr  Barcode & RFID Solutions ScanLogix 281 376 6336 

Kaltenbach, Dale 2 Ret. Logistics  281 444 6173 

Kaltenbach, Jinni 4 Accountant  281 444 6173 

Kureshy, Shahnaz  Ret. Teacher  281 537 7173 

Leonard, Mark  Ret. VP Shell  832 785 9965 

Lewis, Tom 8 Financial Advisor Stifel Nicolaus & Company 281 257 5475 

Gregg-March, Stefanie  Public Relations LoneStar College –Univ Park 281 290 2753 

Maxwell, John 14 Advertising BluMax Advertising 281 444 3356 

Mitchell, John 2 Ret. Human Resources   281 580 6672 

Roush, Wayne  Ret. Health, Safety, Environ  281 353 2020 

Schlattman, Rusty  Dentistry –General Russell Schlattman, DDS 281 444 2660 

Schuman, Lyncee  Attorney  281 251 5400 

Smith, David  Sealant Manufacturing Rectorseal Corp 713 263 8001 x3214 

Thompson, David  Technical Services Rhodia, Inc 281 541 1552 

Thompson, Randy  Financial Advisor Lincoln Financial Advisors 713 552 7920 

Ullom, Bob*  Banking Educator R.V. Ullom & Company 281 894 2110 

Watsky, Anais 17 Ret. Social Agency  281 370 4200 

100% attendance 28 yrs 

Willowbrook Mall 


